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a home.) "Will the Stakhanov movement be allowed to
continue tinder Communism ? A question which was
very much to the point. Is it really possible to equalize
different people's abilities ? This was perhaps the best
question of all. The speaker again quoted the famous
formula that the State would take from every one
according to his ability and give to every one according
to his need, but did not offer a more detailed answer. It
was evident from comments that the address had rather
missed fire.

EDUCATION

I was already familiar with the considerable change
which had taken place in education, as I had checked
the translation of the decrees in question from Izvestia
for our Slavonic Review. It was just in this field, which
happened to be my own, that some of the most signi-
ficant reforms had been made. There was the very
interesting decree of April 23, 1934, on the ** over-
burdening of school children and Pioneers with civic
and political training." There was that of May 16,1934,
on the system of elementary and secondary schools in
the USSR; it was practically nothing more or less
than a return to the pre-War system, which was a
particularly good one. There were also two other
decrees of the same date on " the teaching of civic
history in schools in the USSR" (my own subject),
and on " the teaching of geography" in the same.
Our January number, published while I was in Moscow,